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My Place in the String 
By Larry Baysinger President 

Well, looks like the trip has started, we’re off the 
trailhead and moving up the trail.  Looking back, the 
loads are balanced, we’re making good progress, but 
right now we’re short on help.  If this outfit was a pack 
string, we’d be looking for some more pack mules.  In 
this case, we need some chair people and our March 
20th meeting we hope we can wrangle up some. 

At least six of our Chapter members took the ONP saw 
certification course March 2nd and some renewed their 
saw certification.  We are now in line for a first aid class 
so they can be sawyers on the trail.   We are waiting to 
hear what classes are available to us and then we will be 
getting people signed up. 

As most of you know BCHW Rendezvous is coming up 
and we will become a sanctioned Chapter with BCHW.   
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Mission Statement

1.  To perpetuate  the  common sense 
use  and  enjoyment  of  horses  in 
Am e r i ca ’s  ba c k  c o u n t r y  a n d 
wilderness.
2.  To  work  to  insure  that  public 
lands  remain  open  to  recreational 
stock use.
3. To assist the various government 
and  private  agencies  in  their 
maintenance  and  management  of 
said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit 
active participation in the wise use 
of  the  back  country  resource  by 
horsemen  and  the  general  public 
commensurate with our heritage.
5.  To  foster  and  encourage  the 
formation  of  new  chapters  in  the 
state organization.

Monthly Meetings 

3rd Monday of Each Month
Next Meeting:
March 20, 2017 at 6:30PM
Upper Elwha Community Ctr,
90 Old State Rd, 
Port Angeles, WA
Directions: 101 near the Elwha 
River bridge, turn South onto 
Herrick Rd, turn first right is 
Old State Rd. Second building 
on right, (note it’s an old 
School House right on the 
road.) 

Come Early for Social Time 
5:30pm to 6:30pm 
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For those who haven’t been to a BCHW Rendezvous yet, 
you may want to check out the BCHW.org website to 
see what events will be occurring this year.  The tack 
sale is like no other; used tack for every horse and 
rider’s needs, with 10% of your sale going to BCHW to 
help with trail needs for all of us. 

At our March 20th meeting we will announce a date for 
an evening trail and trail tools class in preparation for 
our first Littleton Trail/Mt Muller Horse Camp work party 
on April 7, 8th.  So give some thought to this and let us 
know via email or at our next meeting which evenings 
work best for you. 

In the meantime, get your riding horses and pack 
animals ready as much as possible and your equipment 
tuned up.  We will furnish tools needed for our work 
parties.  Remember to check your off-side billets! 

I’m pretty encouraged by all the energy and excitement 
that I see and feel towards the start-up of Mt Olympus 
Chapter and look forward to us all moving on down the 
trail together! 

Lines of communication are always open to us by 
phone 360 327-3611 and/or 
via email at packer207@centurytel.net . 

“We’re riding fresh horses!!” Larry 
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Join BCHW Now! 

You can Join BCHW on-line now 
at http://www.bchw.org  

Paying dues now to BCHW 
will cover you on any of our 

work parties.  Once we 
become sanctioned as a 
Chapter you can pay the 

Chapter dues to Becky Seibel, 
Mt Olympus Chapter 

Treasurer. 

Meet the Board 

Larry Baysinger 
President/Director

packer207@centurytel.net

Jan Whitlow 
Vice President

wishbone_jan@msn.com

Sherry Baysinger 
Secretary/Membership

rainforestrider@gmail.com

Becky Seibel 
Treasurer/Newsletter

spirithorseranch7@gmail.com 

Meghan Adamire 
Volunteer Hours

madamire@hotmail.com

Come Celebrate With Us! 
March 20, 2017, will be our first official meeting as a brand 

new Chapter of Back Country Horsemen of Washington. 
Social Hour will start at 5:30pm with the meeting following 
at 6:30pm. It’s going to be Pot Luck, so bring your favorite 
dish! Everyone is welcome plus bring a guest, we always 
have plenty of food to go around.  
Upper Elwha Community Center, 90 Old State Rd, Port Angeles, WA 
Directions: 101 near the Elwha River bridge, turn South onto Herrick 
Rd, turn first right Old State Rd. Second building on right, (note it’s an 
old School House right on the road.)
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Mount Olympus Chapter  
Membership Meeting Minutes  

Upper Elwha Community Center  
February 20, 2017  

Members Present: Larry & Sherry Baysinger, Dave & Becky Seibel, Jon Searles, Bill 
Searles, Jeff & Penny Doane, Chris Crowson, Curtis Wright, Greg Anderson, Mike Perry,  
Larry Lack, Deborah Homenko, Karen Meuir, Rebekka Weaver, Claire Weaver, Laurel 
Burtness, Sabrina Meyer, Chuck Court, Holly Court, Jen Bond, Meghan Adamire

Guests  and  New Members  Welcomed  & Introduced:  (We have  over  40  people  who  have 
committed to become members of Mt Olympus Chapter; many have already paid their dues to 
BCHW)
Meeting called to order by President Larry Baysinger at 6:30 pm
Larry Baysinger shared the entire missions statement of BCHW on the flip chart:
BCHW Mission Statement: 
1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country 
and wilderness. 
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.  
3.  To  assist  the  various  government  and  private  agencies  in  their  maintenance  and 
management of said resource.  
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country 
resource by horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.  
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

Larry Baysinger talked about what was shared 
an important point that was made at the 
Leadership Training about Roberts Rules.  
The President should be given written out 
motions before the meeting.   The President 
can then give that motion to the secretary 
for recording.  If someone plans to make a 
motion, it is a good idea to talk with 
someone about it beforehand so they can 
second the motion.  Motions for events and 
work parties will be supported by the 
individuals who make and second the 
motion.  This will initiate the committee for 
giving future reports of the progress of their 
project or work party.   

Larry Baysinger reiterated that we have a bare 
bones Chapter right now, with just a basic 
Board. We need participation.  We don’t 
have money until we start paying dues, 
which we can’t start collecting until we are a 
sanctioned chapter after Rendezvous.  At 
this point everyone join BCH of WA, then 

once Mount Olympus Chapter is sanctioned 
we can start collecting club dues. 

It was discussed that Mount Olympus Chapter 
doesn’t have a tool cache, but we do have 
some tools to use.  We will take on Mt 
Muller and Littleton Horse Camp as a 
priority, then and various other Public Lands 
trails as we have Crew Leaders and people 
trained.  One we get our Crew Leaders and 
Board positions filled we will meet with 
various land agency managers and ask 
what trails or projects they need our help 
with. 

In the past Olympic National Park (ONP) put on 
a Mule Barn Day with the help of BCHW 
Peninsula Chapter.  Originally this was done 
for BCHW members to learn to pack and 
assist the ONP, but now that ONP has their 
own hired packers they won’t be hosting the 
Mule Barn Day. Some Mt Olympus Chapter 
members would like to have a Trails Day 
Workshop here at the Elwha Hall, and Larry 
Lack (ONP Trail Maintenance Supervisor) 
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shared that if Mount Olympus would like to 
host something at the UECC that ONP 
would be in support. 

Larry Baysinger said he is in favor of raising 
public awareness of how horses and mules 
are keeping our trails open.  He would like 
to do this Trail Day at the UECC and include 
horses and mules, and possibly have Jeff 
Doane do some shoeing demos.  The idea 
would be to set up a Leave No Trace (LNT) 
tent outside, bring horses and mules and 
teach people packing skills, hobbling, etc.  
We would also reach out to ONP packer 
Boone Jones to see if he might be willing to 
assist. 

In the past Back Country Horsemen had a VIP 
ride once a year at Littleton Horse camp, so 
Mount Olympus will be making plans to do 
that in September.  BCHW Peninsula 
Chapter is doing a campout in August, so 
we will schedule a VIP ride after that.  We 
plan to invite all the land managers, 
Commissioners, and company managers 
who volunteered equipment and man-hours 
to Littleton Horse Camp. 

After speaking with the USFS Regional 
Manager, Dean Mi l le t t , ONP Tra i l 
Maintenance Supervisor, Larry Lack, BCHW 
Peninsula Chapter President, Dan Dosey, 
Grays Harbor Chapter Director, Lori Lennox 
and Pete Erben (USFS Quinault Ranger 
retired & Grays Harbor Chapter member) 
we now have our Mount Olympus service 
area clearly mapped out and all are in 
agreement with this.  Larry Baysinger used 
a map to demonstrate the area our chapter 
will serve.  BCHW Peninsula Chapter will 
continue to maintain the trails that they have 
previously committed to work on, with the 
xception of the Littleton Trail, which they 
would like Mount Olympus to take over 
maintaining.  Mount Olympus Chapter will 
work closely with Land Managers to assist 
in helping them manage trails. 

Larry Baysinger passed around a map of the 
Littleton Trail system, then talked about the 
following events that we have planned once 
we are a sanctioned Chapter. 

Events on our agenda so far: 
✦ March 2 Saw Certification at ONP Trail 

Shop  
✦ March 16-19 BCHW Rendezvous – 

Ellensburg Fairgrounds 

✦ April 7-8 Trail Workshop & Littleton Trail 
Work Party 

✦ May 20 Trails Day at the Upper Elwha 
Community Center from 10am-2pm 

✦ September VIP Ride Date to be 
announced 

It was reported that Darrell Wallace said a few 
grant dollars might come our way for 
Littleton Trail/Horse Camp.  We will 
probably utilize the money for tools and 
some for reimbursement. 

A discussion ensued on UECC needing our 
dues and some sprucing up inside and out.  
Maybe we can put some of our own pictures 
up.  Some of our members will likely attend 
the meeting and keep us informed. 

Newsletter articles need to be sent to Becky no 
later than the 20th of the month. 

Copies of the Jan 16 meeting minutes were 
given to members. 

Larry Baysinger thanked the folks who brought 
the delicious food for our meeting.  Several 
members offered to bring snacks next time. 

Guest Speakers: 
Meghan Adamire and Jen Bond Clallam 

Conservation District, did a slide show 
presentation on soil testing and pasture 
management 

Sherry Baysinger did a slide show of the 
Littleton and Olympic Discovery Trail 
system from Lake Crescent West to Cooper 
Ranch Road. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Sherry Baysinger, Secretary 
(any questions 360-327-3611) 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Trail Work Photos 2017 
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12" alder blocking the trail by

Spirit Horse Ranch Training Bridge Bogachiel River stock crossing area. 
We need a new ford! Olympic National Park

Littleton Horse Camp in the Olympic National Forest
This winter it got lots of water! Plus it got vandalized a few times!!! Needs some works parties.
But as you can see Larry and Sherry Baysinger have keep on top of it.

First work party of the year at 
Mt Muller ONF! Dave, Jim 
and Jan clearing out some big 
and little down falls. 
There is always work to be 
done if you get out there and 
look for it. 
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Mt Olympus Chapter is part of a larger 
organization, Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington, thus they are part of Back 

Country Horsemen of America. For more 
information about both go to their web-

sites BCHW.org and BCHA.org. 
Here is just a little intro from BCHA’s 

website, this show we are part of a big 
BIG group! WHAT WE DO COUNTS… 

Back Country 
Horsemen of 

America®
Dedicated to keeping America's 

trails open for all.

Who Are We? 

�
BCHA are men and women who belong to a 
national non-profit organization. We are a 
501(c)(3) serving 174 local and state chapters 
across the country. Our grassroots members—
responsible leaders who help to carry forward 
our organization’s mission and values—lead 
BCHA organizations throughout the United 
States. BCHA chapters are active in 31 states 
consisting of roughly 13,000 members who are 
dedicated to keeping trails open for all on our 
public lands. Our chapters work closely with trail 
partners and local land management agencies 
to clear and maintain those trails.

What Does BCHA Do?
In 2015, Back Country Horsemen of America 
volunteers spent 304,344 hours working to 
maintain trails on public lands.  That equates to 
a value of $11.2 million dollars in trail work 
donated to local and federal land managing 
agencies. Since 1995, BCHA members 
contributed a value equal to $126.47 million in 
volunteer hours.
We invest in active participation by young 
leaders in the wise and sustainable use of 
wilderness and back country resources. We 
coordinate with conservation corps and youth 
groups, United States Forest Service, National 
Park Service, and Bureau of Land Management 
to ensure tomorrow’s leaders have outdoor and 
wilderness experiences. As youth groups work 
with us and our partners, they learn about 
themselves and about stewardship of our most 
treasured resources. BCHA, its youth partners, 
and other volunteers leverage funds many times 
over in delivering projects to clear and maintain 
trails.

Are you a hiker, biker, or horseback rider who 
gets out and enjoys trails? We do much of the 
work that goes unseen to clear and preserve 
the safety and continued enjoyment of your 
outdoor experience. Yup, much of our work 
does involve “horsepower” as well as human 
power. The majority of our pack trips with 
horses and mules assist trail crews get food, 
camping gear, and trail maintenance equipment 
into areas where four-wheeled vehicles cannot 
go. We help two-footed trail workers get more 
done by packing in what they need.
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Revised 9/12/16 !  See payment and mailing information above.  ! 

 

To join BCHW, complete this application, sign the liability release (all 
members 18 and over), and enclose payment: 

• Chapter members, turn application and payment in to your Chapter 
Treasurer.  If paying by check, make it out to your chapter. 

• Independent members (folks who are not joining a chapter), make 
check out to “BCHW”, and mail application and payment to: BCHW, 
ATTN: MEMBERSHIP, PO Box 1132, Ellensburg, WA 98926-1132. 

 

 
 New Member  Renewal – Membership number(s):  

Adult’s name(s):  

Children’s name(s):  

Mailing Address:  

City:  ST:  Zip:  

Phone number:  E-mail:  

Legislative district (if known):  County:  

Check to opt out of mailed (hardcopy) newsletter:   BCHW (Trailhead News)   Chapter 

  
Basic Membership   

 Single $41.00   
 Family $54.00   

  

All chapter members must also be a member of BCHW.  
However, BCHW dues only need to be paid once each 
year.  Joining additional (secondary) chapters only 
requires paying chapter dues. 

Optional Membership (includes family or 
single from above)   

 Contributing $75.00   

Chapter Name (or Independent): 
 

 Sustaining $125.00   
 Patron $250.00   
 Benefactor $500.00   

If joining a secondary Chapter, provide the Chapter 
name where BCHW dues have been paid for 2017: 
  Lifetime (Single) $1200.00   Chapter Dues  $ 

 State dues paid online (attach receipt copy)   Additional Chapter Donation $ 

Additional State Donation $   Chapter Subtotal $ 

State Subtotal $  Grand Total (State+Chapter) $ 
  

 

All ADULT members MUST sign!  Adult’s signature covers minor children. 

Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident wherever horse use is involved, which can cause injuries to 
horses, riders, and spectators, and also recognizing the fact that Back Country Horsemen of Washington, Inc., including 
Chapters, officers, directors, or members, cannot always know the condition of trails or the experience levels of riders 
or horses taking part in trail rides or other BCHW events, I do hereby release and hold harmless the above named from 
any claim or right for damages which might occur to me, my minor children, or horses. 

Signature:  Date:  

Signature:  Date:  

Signature:  Date:  

 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) is a public charity as defined in Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c) (3).  
Accordingly, membership dues paid to BCHW may be treated as deductions characterized as “charitable contributions” when 
computing federal and state income tax obligations. 

 

Mt Olympus Chapter
Chapter dues

Family   $11 
Single    $9 

*Mt Olympus Chapter Members turn in or send your 
application to your Treasurer Becky Seibel 207 Mountain 
Valley Ln, Port Angeles WA 98363; Phone # 360-670-1550.  
If  paying by check, make it out to Mt Olympus Chapter.
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