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This past couple of weeks we have been getting ready 
for winter.  The weather has been so nice it’s been hard to 
work in the barn instead of outside, instead of riding. 

But the last bit of firewood is stacked, hoses and stock 
tanks drained, all the last things taken care of before the 
cold weather hits.  We’ve been oiling saddles, washing 
cinches and saddle blankets, repairing pack saddles, 
washing nylon halters, making some new lead ropes and in 
general just getting things in order after a busy summer. 

Sherry has the worming done and Jeff Doane came to 
shoe and trim horses and mules.  Mostly we shoe two 
saddle horses and one mule for riding 
and one mule for trail work packing.  The 
rest are left barefoot for the winter.  As 
we work, we talk some about our 
chapter; all the trail work and events we 
did, how things went, what we learned 
and the friendships we have made with 
Chapter members.  As we have worked 
and spent time together, it has all been 

good; from the Chapter meetings, the 

Mission Statement

1. To perpetuate the common sense use 
and enjoyment of horses in America’s 
back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands 
remain open to recreational stock use.
3.  To  assist  the  various  government 
a n d  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e i r 
maintenance and management of said 
resource.
4.  To  educate,  encourage  and  solicit 
active participation in the wise use of 
t h e  ba c k  c o u n t r y  r e s o u r c e  b y 
horsemen  and  the  general  public 
commensurate with our heritage.
5.  To  foster  and  encourage  the 
formation of new chapters in the state 
organization.

Monthly Meetings 

3rd Monday of Each Month
Next Meeting:
November 20, 2017 at 6:30PM
Upper Elwha Community Ctr,
90 Old State Rd, 
Port Angeles, WA
Directions: 101 near the Elwha 
River bridge, turn South onto 
Herrick Rd, turn first right is Old 
State Rd. Second building on 
right, (note it’s an old School 
House right on the road.) 

Come Early for Social Time 
5:30pm to 6:30pm 

Our Website 
MtOlympusChapterBCHW.org 

Our Facebook Group 
Mt Olympus Chapter of BCHW
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My Place in the String 
By Larry Baysinger President

http://MtOlympusChapterBCHW.org
http://MtOlympusChapterBCHW.org
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Important Links 

BCHW http://www.bchw.org  

BCHA http://bcha.org 

Leave No Trace http://lnt.org 

ODT olympicdiscoverytrail.org 

Meet the Board 

Larry Baysinger 
President/Trail Boss

packer207@centurytel.net

Dave Seibel
Director/Legislative

daveseibel@sbcglobal.net

Jan Whitlow 
Vice President

wishbone_jan@msn.com

Sherry Baysinger 
Secretary/Membership

rainforestrider@gmail.com

Becky Seibel 
Treasurer/Publications

spirithorseranch7@gmail.com 

Meghan Adamire 
Volunteer Hours

madamire@hotmail.com

Claudia Clark
Publicity

claudia1951@hotmail.com

Jeff Doane
Ways & Means

jeff@jeffdoane.com

Penny Doane
Membership 

riding and the trail dirt we have been working in. 
The thing is, we as a Chapter have only begun working 

toward our history and legacy as we all work together to 
move Mt Olympus Chapter forward along the trail.  Elections 
are coming up at the next Chapter meeting, on November 
20th, third Monday of the month.  This is a very important 
meeting and election.  It will be our first true election for 
President, Treasurer and Secretary.  The Director will stay in 
another year and then that position will be up for election. 

Members nominated and voted in will be our vision and 
guidance as we follow our BCHW mission statement into the 
next year.  This is no small thing.  We need to consider the 
direction we take concerning all our efforts in moving this 
Chapter along.  We need to keep our Chapter presence out 
there with the different agencies, with our events, trail work 
and packing.  We need to work to continue to be an asset 
that the agencies and trail organizations want to call on and 
work with.   We have made a very good start and we have 
made a difference.  We have taken care of work that has not 
been done in several years. 

One thing we did not accomplish was our commitment to 
the Park to open the Elwha trail from Hayes River to Chicago 
Camp.  We lacked the packing experience of our 
membership to get there.  This will change over time and 
next year we will be able to meet both our commitment to the 
front country as well as the back country 

See you on November 20th.  Your support is important. 
Riding Fresh Horses, 
Larry 
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Some photos of an October pack trip into Olympic Guard Station in the Hoh Rain Forest  
with Sherry and Larry Baysinger’s 
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Bring your family & friends!

Gift Exchange! Bring a present to get a present!

December 18, 2017  
5:30 pm

Pot Luck Christmas Dinner 
with Turkey, Ham and Stuffing  

provided by Dave Seibel  
Upper Elwha Community Ctr, 
90 Old State Rd,  
Port Angeles, WA 
Directions: 101 near the Elwha River bridge, turn 
South onto Herrick Rd, turn first right is Old State 
Rd. Second building on right, (note it’s an old School 
House right on the road.)

Mt Olympus Chapter’s      
   First  
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Mount Olympus Chapter  
Membership Meeting Minutes  

October 16, 2017 

Members Present: 
Larry & Sherry Baysinger Chuck Court, Dave & Becky Seibel, Meghan 
Adamire, Sabrina Hamm, Roy & Rochelle Sutherland, Claudia Clark, Bill 
Searles, Curtis Wright, Boone Jones, Jeff Doane 
Guests: Eric Tobin 
Presentation:  Olympic Peninsula Equine Network (OPEN):  Owners - 
Valerie Jackson and Diane Royall 
Valerie shared her own personal experience of being in a situation that 
she needed to leave and trying to figure out how to take care of her 
animals in the process.  She realized later that she stayed in a bad 
situation longer than she should have because of the animals.  That is how 
she got involved with animal rescue.  She started rescuing and rehoming 
in 2006. 
Every situation has a story.  Often there is some kind of life-changing 
event and the animals get the short end of the stick.  Often it is the 
owner’s health and for a while neighbors help, then eventually no one is 
caring for the animals.  Valerie and Diane became neighbors and realized 
they had horses and a lot in common.  In 2012 they started building a 
facility, 2015 their first building was constructed, a covered paddock/
work area.  In 2016 they raised enough funds to build a hay shelter.    
Right now everything is open.  They hope to eventually build a 20 x 20 
office/store to offer donated tack, saddles, bridles, etc.  There is no 
consignment store for western gear right now, so this could be a viable 
business for raising money for their operation.  This year they held an 
outdoor tack sale as they receive a lot of donated tack. 
Valerie made it clear that they are not a sanctuary.  They take in horses 
that don’t have major health issues with hope of finding adoptive homes 
from them.  Sometimes they end up helping people make the decision to 
put down a horse so not to compromise the animal.  The horses they take 
in must be pasture-savvy, no Cushings Disease, lameness or serious health 
issues and be able to survive without accumulating huge vet bills. When 
they take in a new horse they give it time to recover from trauma of 
different kinds, restore their faith in people, gain weight etc.  They make 
effort to direct new horse owners to appropriate horse for the owner’s 
experience. 
OPEN recently joined a large animal rescue team to get more resources 
for emergency help.  Arrangements are in process with BCHW contacts 
who can bring horse trailers and help with moving horses.  They are 
discussing evacuation areas.  The Clallam County Fairground is the evac 
point in Port Angeles, but they don’t have one for Sequim yet.  Someone 
donated an arena package to OPEN, but they decided that rather than 
spend money putting up an arena they plan to sell the arena and use that 
money to continue their mission which is to find placement for horses.   
The “retirement program” for horses allows horses to stay under their 
non-profit umbrella, but there are costs for shoeing, routine 
maintenance.  They allow younger horses to go into foster homes like a 
trial for the horse.  If a permanent home comes up that takes first place.  
They usually have about seven or eight horses on the property.   Valerie 
and Diane each shared experiences they have had in the process of 
rescuing horses.  We were encouraged to report abuse or neglect of 
animals directly to the sheriff’s department that a record is established 
and kept. 
7:30 Membership Business Meeting 
Elected Board Positions 
1. President – Larry Baysinger - Larry thanked our guest speakers and 

talked about our Littleton/Mt Muller Ride and Campout.  It was a 
good turnout and having the Secord’s music added to the fun.   

2. Treasurer:  Becky Seibel - Wrote one check for the banner and the 
one for the food for our breakfast food for our Littleton campout 
event.  Our $750 grant money has been dispersed.  We utilized the 
Pierce County money for our banner.  $1,328.73 in our checking 
account. Larry explained that he had put in for a BCHA grant for trail 

work on Bogachiel Trail when he was an Independent of BCHW.  BCHA 
needed to have the check be issued to a BCHW Chapter, so it was put 
in Mt Olympus’s account, but this grant was not the responsibility of 
Mt Olympus Chapter.  Larry utilized the grant money to help with 
consumables.   

3. Secretary – Sherry Baysinger – Correction of September minutes.  I 
will get minutes sent out to the chapter members via email and any 
changes/corrections can then be made before the newsletter. 

4. Director – Dave Seibel – No information 
5. Immediate Past-President: 
Appointed Chair Positions: 
1. Vice President:  Jan Whitlow - Absent 
2. Alternate Director: Becky Seibel – No Information 
3. Trail Boss 1 (Trail Maintenance Chair):  Larry Baysinger - We have 

pulled all our tools from Littleton Trail for the season.  We have 
bucked out the windfall blocking the trail on top.  More sawing and 
brushing was done by members. Janice and Linda walked up the hill 
to help with raking.  We need 10 more days up there.  We have 5-6 
days of brushing on the west side and we will work all winter to keep 
windfalls cleared.  Most of the lower trail we can brush and work 
with the tractor.  We hauled out 4 mule/horse loads of tools. 

4. Trail Boss 2 – Event Chair:  Larry Baysinger - Report on Littleton/Mt 
Muller Ride and Campout.  On Thursday we took the wall tent and 
the flatbed trailer with a water storage tank for stock water.  BCH 
members came to help with set-up on Thursday.  Friday more 
members showed up and we filled up the campground.  Seventeen 
riders went out on Saturday morning. We had a good potluck and 
music with the Secords.  Penney helped put together a silent auction 
table with items donated by Cowboy Country and Larry’s horseshoe 
hoof picks.   Penney was absent, so we do not have an exact total on 
the amount of money we received.   

5. Publicity Chair:  Claudia Clark   Event planning guide is complete 
and a final document.  This document is not static, but it can have 
changes made.  Any changes to be made will be made by Claudia and 
sent to the secretary.  Larry asked whether the Planning Guide is set 
up so that it will fit for the Littleton camp-out and trail ride?  Need 
to make notation that many of items used for our events, such as 
wall tent and shelter do not belong to the Chapter, but belong to 
Chapter members.  Larry suggested that Claudia keep working on this 
guide and after we have the Christmas party we will have more input 
for that event. 

6. Facebook Management    Jan Whitlow -  Absent. There was a 
discussion regarding Facebook postings.  There are four 
administrators and we need to monitor to be sure that our most 
current Chapter event information is at the top. 

7. Website Design/management  Becky Seibel   Becky is posting our 
newsletter and sending a link to everyone and that is working well 
for everyone to see the newsletter.  She is being strict on the 
newsletter timelines.  Anything we want to put in the newsletter, 
flag it and put “NEWSLETTER” for the subject line so that she 
doesn’t miss it in her email box. 

8. Membership Chair – Penny Doane Absent; Becky has been working 
with Nicole, Executive Director at the BCHW level regarding 
membership.  BCHW is setting up dues to be paid online.  Becky will 
hold the money from those who pay dues to her until after January.  
We only have 12 people in our chapter according to BCHW, (because 
some belong to BCHW before we started the Chapter) Nicole is 
making sure all our members are inputting to our membership at the 
State level.  Becky is going to help her on that and at the 
Rendezvous. It is okay to use the 2018 membership form that Becky 
sent out in the newsletter. 
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Calendar 2017 
November 20 

★Nominations for officers & election at meeting-plan Christmas party 

December 18  

Christmas Party replacing December meeting!!!

9. Education/Leave No Trace: Littleton Horse Camp manure needs to 
be cleaned up and manure moved so it is not next to the corrals.  
This is manure that was left there by corral users before we had our 
ride.  We will make better signage to direct people to the correct 
area, which is away from the corrals and campsites, south of the 
corrals in the trees. 

10. Legislative Dave Seibel – Nature conservancy has purchased a 
bunch of trees to plant if anyone would like to volunteer to plant 
trees.  Wine Ride is coming up on the 28th still needing volunteers.   

11. Ways & Means:  Jeff Doane No dates are available for the tack sale 
so we will need to wait till spring.  Larry suggested we do some 
brainstorming for more fundraising ideas.  Peninsula Chapter used to 
send a coffee can around and everyone put their name and a dollar 
in the can.  If your name got picked out of the can you get half the 
money and the rest goes to the Chapter.  

12. Volunteer Hours Chair:  Meghan Adamire – Report on total volunteer 
hours of Mt Olympus Chapter members and total hours reported to 
each agency. 3216 hours from March to September 30.  Once you get 
50 hours you get a patch for your coat.  We would need 11 shoulder 
patches, for a total of $121.50.   Meghan suggested that if members 
have patches they don’t want, bring them in and we will include 
them in our inventory.  Jeff made a motion that we go ahead and buy 
the patches and pass the hat to help pay for them tonight.  Ray 
Sutherland seconded and motion passed.  We sent the cup around for 
donations.  Donations totaled $149 so the BCHW patches are more 
than covered with the personal donations of Mt Olympus Chapter 
members. 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Meghan has been unable to contact anyone at Captain T’s due to it 
being closed.  She tried to email the logos to them and found she 
had been given the wrong email address, so another email was sent.  
To this date, no response yet so we don’t know which logo will work 
or what the cost would be to print logos on jackets. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
At the end of the grant cycle, there was money that went back to 
the BCHW.  Larry has been staying in touch with Darrell Wallace to 
get some money.  $300---then $800, and then $1500.  He filled out 
paperwork requesting approximately $1800 worth of tools to be 

purchased through Harbor Saw.  Darrell was able to get approval for 
all of the tools we need and Lori Lennox will have them delivered 
next week. 
Larry said we need to figure out how to cache our tools.  Larry 
prefers that we have our trail bosses cache tools at their residence 
so they can call a work party whenever it works with their personal 
schedules and have the tools on hand to go to work.  We have 
enough tools from the ONP to run a 5-6-man crew.  Larry doesn’t 
want to micro-manage tools, wants the tools in the hands of the 
folks that are working on the trails.  We need to make some 
decisions about these tools. 
Christmas Party – Dave Seibel volunteered to Chair the Christmas 
party.  He has done this for several years with Peninsula Chapter.  We 
can have the Christmas Party here on our regularly scheduled 
meeting night December18th.   The Chapter will provide the main 
meat and chapter members will bring potluck dishes. 
The Upper Elwha Community Center will be raising our rent to $200 
per year, which includes utilizing the facility for three events.  Local 
Elwha area residents pay $15 per year to be members and if three 
meetings per year are attended they can use the facility free.  
However, notification of the meetings has been sporadic so members 
were not able to attend all of the required meetings.  The UECC will 
send a letter and invoice reflecting this change.  Our Members agree 
that it is the best place for our meetings and we will pay the $200. 

Next meeting November 20 – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF NEW 
OFFICERS 
For the good of the order 

Sherry mentioned that with elections coming up next month each 
Board member should write a complete detailed description of their 
chair position duties.  We may need to fine tune our by-laws next 
year to include these details.   
Claudia reported that there will not be a speaker at the November or 
December meetings. 

Adjourn:  Boone moved to adjourn, Meghan seconded 
Time Adjourned:  8:51 pm 
Respectfully Submitted 
Sherry Baysinger 
Mt Olympus Secretary



MT OLYMPUS CHAPTER OF BCHW November 2017

PACK TALK 7

*Mt Olympus Chapter Members turn in or send your 
application to your Treasurer Becky Seibel 207 Mountain 
Valley Ln, Port Angeles WA 98363; Phone # 360-670-1550.  
If  paying by check, make it out to Mt Olympus Chapter.

Mt Olympus Chapter Dues
Single    $9   
Family  $11


